"what 
f reedon 
alone  can 
h ring 


vol.  1,  no.  4 


l s the 
1 I berat ion  of 
the  human  mind 
and  spi ri t. 

jfk 


nov.  30,  1970 


a student  publication  of  avila  college 


kansas  city,  mo. 


the  spaceship  earth 

the  dodo  bird  revisited 


by  Dr.  Jan  Kinsey 

Last  month,  college  and  high  school 
students  from  the  area  met  to  evaluate 
the  future  needs  of  the  UN  in  response  to 
a statement  made  last  May  by  U Thant, 
summarizing  the  findings  of  the  UN 
Conference  on  Human  Survival.  His 
statement  was,  “The  members  of  the 
United  Nations  have  perhaps  ten  years 
left  in  which  to  launch  a global 
partnership  to  curb  the  arms  race,  to 
improve  the  human  environment,  to 
defuse  the  population  explosion,  and  to 
supply  the  required  momentum  to  world 
development  efforts.  If  such  a partnership 
were  not  developed  within  this  decade, 
these  problems  might  reach  such 
staggering  proportions  that  they  may  be 
beyond  our  capacity  to  control” 

irus  was  a concise  statement  of  a 
message  which  a growing  cadre  of 
scientists  is  trying,  frantically,  to  get 
across . . . that  if  one  adopts  a ‘wait-and 


by  Linda  Mueller 

When  confronted  with  the  idea  of  an 
article  covering  the  special  education  lab 
class,  Mrs.  Barbara  Myers’  initial  reaction 
was,  “Good,  I’m  glad  they  are 
interested.”  Her  own  interest  and 
dedication  is  readily  obvious  to  those 
who  enter  the  preschool  atmosphere  of 
the  lab  class. 

Active  concern  for  the  mentally 
retarded  has  been  a long  time  coming. 
Finally  educators  and  parents  are 
acknowledging  the  retarded  child  and  his 
potentiality.  Once  spoken  of  as  a social 
curse,  the  retarded  child  is  at  last  being 
given  the  chance  to  learn  to  perform  in 
society. 

Initiated  in  September  of  1965  the  lab 
class  is  designed  to  offer  the  educable 
mentally  retarded  child  an  opportunity 
for  learning  and  to  provide  the  students 
majoring  in  education  of  the  mentally 
retarded  with  a chance  to  observe  and 
receive  student  teaching  experience. 

Upon  entering  the  miniature  world, 
one  is  struck  with  the  great  feeling  of  love 
and  compassion  shared  by  Mrs.  Myers  and 
Sister  Judith  Scholegel  for  their  fifteen 
special  students.  They  in  turn  share  this 
feeling  for  their  teachers. 

Chronologically  the  students  range 
from  three  to  eight  years  of  age.  The 
range  of  mentality  is  varied  due  to 
learning  disabilities  such  as  behavior 
disorders,  sub-normal  general  intellectual 
functioning,  specific  learning  problems 
such  as  reading,  language  of 
perceptual-motor  skills,  or  minimal  brain 
dysfunction,  resulting  in  hyperactivity. 
These  disabilities  result  in  retardation  of 
their  normal  development.  Both 
instructors  work  with  separate  groups  of 
students  at  the  childrens’  individual  level 
of  disability.  With  this  careful  guidance 
several  of  the  students  will  eventually  be 
able  to  adapt  to  normal  classroom 
situations.  A variety  of  experiences 
varying  from  color  and  object  recognition 


see’  attitude,  initiating  efforts  to  solve 
these  problems  only  after  the  crises 
become  visible  to  the  non-scientist,  the 
‘momentum’  of  the  crises  will  probably 
have  carried  them  past  the  point  of  no 
return. 

As  another  statement  of  the  problem 
(one  of  many  such  alarums),  consider  this 
statement  by  Professor  Richard  A.  Falk 
of  Princeton:  “The  planet  and  mankind 
are  in  grave  danger  of  irreversible 
catastrophe  . . . Man  may  be  skeptical 
about  following  the  flight  of  the  dodo 
into  extinction,  but  the  evidence  points 
increasingly  to  just  such  a 
pursuit . . . There  are  four  interconnected 
and  the  depletion  of  resources.  They  have 
a cumulative  effect.  A problem  in  one 
area  renders  it  more  difficult  to  solve  the 
problems  in  any  other  area  . . . The  basis 
threats  to  the  planet  — wars  of  mass 
destruction,  overpopulation,  pollution, 
of  all  four  problems  is  the  inadequacy  of 
the  sovereign  states  to  manage  the  affairs 


to  reading  are  given  to  the  students.  For 
some  of  them  a speech  correctionist  is 
employed  to  assist  within  this  flexible, 
progressive  program. 

Measuring  the  child’s  development  is 
often  so  simple,  yet  for  student  and 
teacher  alike,  a momumental 
accomplishment.  For  these  children 
something  as  ordinary  as  knowing  their 
home  address  or  how  to  write  their  names 
is  a major  achievement.  For  performance 
of  tasks  such  as  these  they  are  rewarded 
with  tokens  which  they  can  redeem  to 
purchase  items  from  the  “store”  in  the 
classroom.  Favorable  behavior  is 
encouraged  by  these  reinforcements. 

To  provide  the  student  with  actual 
learning  experiences,  Mrs.  Myers  and 
Sister  Judith  strive  to  make  the  program  a 
vital  one.  Projects  and  field  trips  provide 
a broadening  of  experiences  for  the 
students. 


Together  the  children  have  been 
learning  about  Early  American  history, 
complete  with  Indians  and  Pilgrims. 
Studying  various  Indian  symbols  and 
customs  prepared  the  class  for  a field  trip 
to  the  Nelson  Gallery  November  11, 
where  they  viewed  the  American  Indian 
art  exhibit.  Preparation  for  the  trip 
evoked  various  stories  from  the  children. 
"My  daddy’s  an  Indian.”  The  small  boy 
was  then  asked  to  relate  his  tale  to  the 
class,  and  this  was  met  by  stories  from 
other  students.  Climaxing  the  study  was  a 
Thanksgiving  meal  which  the  students 
helped  purchase  and  prepare.  This 
enabled  the  students  to  assert  their 
knowledge  and  reap  the  results  of  their 
efforts. 

Special  education  majors  find  their 
work  with  the  lab  class  a truly  special 
experience.  Marilyn  Esser  describes  her 
feelings  by  saying,  “They’re  so  beautiful. 
It’s  really  great  working  with  them.” 

The  learning  procedure  for  these 


of  mankind  in  the  twentieth  century.” 

As  Professor  Falk  indicates,  the 
problems  are  interrelated;  this  means  that 
all  must  be  treated  concurrently  and  as 
interconnected  problems,  not  separately 
and  to  the  exclusion  of  one  another. 

“ . . . but  what  can  I do?” 

The  magnitude  of  the  problems,  and 
the  inertia  of  the  ponderous  systems  now 
in  effect  for  dealing  with  problems  even 
on  the  sub-global  level,  produce  a feeling 
of  helpless  despair  in  most 
individuals  . . . especially  those  who  have 
a comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
situations.  Nevertheless,  there  are  groups 
and  individuals  who  are  trying  to 
contribute  to  solutions.  Most  of  these 
solutions  to  our  global  problems  are 
based  on  attempts  to  put  human  interests 
before  national  interests.  Various  groups 
are  working  to  empower  the  United 
Nations  as  an  effective  body  capable  of 
deriving  and  implementing  world 
problems;  the  statements  of  the  college 
and  high  school  students  focused  on  this 
need.  The  World  Law  Fund  is  an 
organization  whose  aim  is  to  obtain  an 
effective  system  of  global  legal  structures, 
including  those  needed  for  the  regulation 
of  common  environmental  problems. 


children  is  a slow  and  intense  process,  but 
the  results  are  rewarding.  Employing 
various  methods  of  behavior  control, 
exposing  the  child  to  many  learning 
experiences  are  the  interests  of  Mrs. 
Myers,  Sister  Judith,  and  the  students 
assisting  in  the  class.  Love  and 
understanding  coupled  with  the  desire  to 
assist  the  children  in  special  education  — 
such  is  the  blend  of  interest  that  makes 
the  Avila  lab  class  a success. 


The  Council  for  Exceptional  Children 
here  at  Avila  organized  a “Mother’s 
Panel”  on  November  18  at  7:30.  The 
panel  consisted  of  four  mothers  of 
children  in  special  education  classes.  Each 
related  her  own  experiences  with  her 
child,  his  teachers  and  members  of  the 
family.  The  problems  of  the  children 
were  all  somewhat  unique  — 
hyperactivity,  little  physical  gTowth, 
brain  damage,  and  various  stages  of 
retardation.  The  mothers  discussed  how 
these  problems  affected  the  families  as 


Another  organization,  the  World 
Federalists,  believe  that  world  solutions 
to  world  problems  can  best  be  achieved 
through  an  empowerment  of  an  existing 
body,  the  UN.  On  Monday,  November 
16,  a meeting  was  held  on  the  Avila 
campus  preliminary  to  the  establishment 
of  a World  Federalist  Youth  chapter. 
Rose  Kraus  and  Donna  Browning 
organized  the  meeting,  and  may  be 
contacted  by  any  interested  parties  who 
were  not  able  to  attend. 

A concrete  project  aimed  at  beginning 
to  establish  world  environmental  controls 
may  offer  groups  and  individuals  a chance 
to  channel  their  concern  into  productive 
activity.  A substantial  movement  is  under 
way  toward  establishing  an  international 
ocean  regime  for  the  protection  and 
regulation  of  the  oceans,  as  a common 
heritage  of  mankind.  Such  a regime 
would  seek  to  regulate  and  control 
exploitation  of  the  living  and  non-living 
resources  of  the  seas,  pollution  of  the 
hydrosphere,  provide  for  ocean 
exploration  and  research,  and  prevent  the 
use  of  the  seabed  as  a complex  of  missile 
emplacements.  Such  a regime  would  have 
the  power  to  control  such  use  of  the 
oceans  by  any  individual,  corporation,  or 
nation.  The  ‘Pacem  in  Maribus’ 

conference  was  held  in  Malta  this  summer 
to  discuss  this  sort  of  a regime.  There  is 
an  interim  proposal  for  a temporary  but 
immediate  ocean  control  which  may  be 
acted  on  by  the  25th  General  Assembly 
of  the  UN  this  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
various  concerned  individuals  and 

organizations  in  the  fields  of  environment 
and  world  affairs  will  combine  their 
efforts  to  try  to  bring  such  an 
international  regime  into  being.  Specific 
activities  aimed  at  this  goal  may  be 
organized  here  in  the  near  future, 
probably  under  the  auspices  of  the  World 
Federalist  Youth  chapter,  and  will  be 
publicized  further  in  future  issues. 


well  as  the  children  — everyday  life  and 
patterning,  attitudes  of  siblings,  the 
neighborhood  reaction. 

Following  the  formal  talks,  there  was 
an  open  question  and  answer  period  for 
the  audience  of  special  education  majors, 
nurses  and  psychology  students.  Students 
asked  what  they  could  do  to  help,  both  as 
students  and  in  their  chosen  fields  later. 
Other  parents,  as  well  as  Mrs.  Myers  and 
Sister  Judith  Schloegel,  attended  the 
panel  and  talked  with  the  mothers. 
Coffee  and  cookies  were  served. 


understanding  and  a chance  to  learn 
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dormies  live  in  luxury: 

new  car,  new  phones 


Students  often  ask  questions,  hoping 
to  find  the  answers,  but  never  being  very 
surprised  if  they  don’t.  This  procedure 
has  several  names,  such  as  “the 
Establishment,”  “the  system,”  and  "red 
tape.”  When  the  answers  are  found,  it  is 
called  “cooj>eralion.”  On  November  11, 
Mr.  Bennett,  Avila  treasurer,  and  Dean 
Scott  “cooperated”  with  students  in 
discussing  some  issues  of  special 
importance  to  dorm  residents. 

The  most  encouraging  news  of  the 
evening  was  that  one  of  the  student  cars 
was  being  replaced.  ‘The  red  car”  as  it  is 
called  (among  other  things)  has  long  been 
giving  students  trouble,  if  not  in  starting 
then  in  stopping.  In  addition  to  bad 
brakes,  there  have  been  reports  that  the 
back  seat  slides  to  the  front,  the  wheels 
aren’t  aligned,  and  other  minor  ailments. 
There  is  also  an  uncloseable  glove 

compartment  and  broken  radio.  Mr. 
Bennett  took  the  red  car  out  on  the  road 
to  find  out  just  how  much  the 
automobile  had  depreciated.  According 
to  him,  “the  red  car  is  totally 
depreciated!  Possibly  we  can  operate  the 
school  cars  on  a three-year  lease  program 
so  that  we  can  be  assured  of  a new  car 
every  three  years.”  He  mentioned, 
however,  that  there  will  have  to  be  a 
change  in  the  general  upkeep  of  the  car 
because  students  in  the  past  have 
neglected  it,  leaving  trash  and  bottles  in 
the  car. 

Also  discussed  was  the  budget  for  the 
student  cars.  For  the  year  1969-70  a total 


of  $3200  was  taken  in.  This  seemed  to 
many  of  the  dorm  students  to  be  a great 
deal  of  money.  However  Mr.  Bennett  also 
said  that  approximately  $2990  was  spent 
on  the  cars. 

Much  time  was  spent  on  the  topic  of 
interim.  Some  students  feel  that  they  are 
not  getting  their  money’s  worth;  they 
object  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not 
allowed  to  stay  in  the  dorm  unless  they 
sign  up  for  an  interim  project  or  paying 
for  room  and  board. 

Mr.  Bennett  thought  that  a brief  lesson 
in  economics  might  help  the  residents 
understand  the  financial  side  of  Avila,  as 
well  as  the  interim  program.  Using  a chart 
the  treasurer  broke  down  expenditures 
and  revenues  into  a general  illustration: 


The  Goal  of  a Christian  Free  Press 

As  an  American,  I cherish  my  right  to  speak  freely  through  the  medium  o( 
the  free  press,  and  as  a Christian,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  speak  freely  WITH  LOVE 
AND  UNDERSTANDING.  The  press  is  free  only  so  long  as  it  protects  the  dignity 
of  the  individual  and  saves  each  man's  pride,  preserving  the  innocence  of  individuals 
until  they  are  unmistakably  proven  guilty.  The  goal  of  our  publication,  FREE 
FALL,  is  the  communication  of  truth,  a very  lofty  goal;  let  us  not  forget  that  truth 
must  often  be  tempered  with  the  higher  wisdom  of  love  and  understanding.  When 
personal  reputations,  dignity,  and  pride  are  destroyed  in  the  name  of  truth,  then  the 
truth  has  been  betrayed.  “The  truth  is  like  poison:  a little  bit  of  it  can  kill."  May 
those  of  us  involved  in  the  publication  of  FREE  FALL  always  be  conscious  of  our 
grave  responsibility  as  Americans  and  as  Christians,  proceeding  in  our  effort  with 
discretion,  common  sense,  and  good  judgment. 

Mary  Ann  Fairchild 


Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Continuing  to  explain  the  interim 
program,  he  said  that  a student  who  stays 
for  interim  is  actually  getting  something 
extra.  One  still  pays  for  two  semesters; 
the  fact  that  there  is  a month  elapsing 
between  the  two  semesters  is  totally 
immaterial. 

Last  on  the  agenda  was  the  installation 
of  phones  in  the  dorm  rooms.  A total  of 
forty-two  phones  have  been  installed  for 
students  who  desire  them. 

Most  of  the  administration’s  answers 
offered  encouragement  to  the  students. 
The  response  to  their  inquiries  and 
requests  evidenced  a concern  that 
students  have  sometimes  doubted. 


"Red  Chino"  and  the  U N. : 

A Question  of  Admission 

by  Kirk  Albright 

news  hungry  columnist TwlKe  V™.  “*a"d  the  teleph°ne  righls  wUI  be  see" 
General  Assembly  debate  currently 
focused  on  the  question  of  admitting  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  to  the  world 
body.  It  is  of  prime  importance  to  know 
the  administration’s  position  on  this 
crucial  matter. 

In  typical  ambiguity  and  contradiction 
the  white  house  policy  is  that  “We  are 
opposing  the  admission  of  Communist 
China.”  During  the  same  interview  Ziegler 
was  quoted  as  having  said  the 
administration  was  trying  to  reach  “the 
point  where  we  can  begin  to  open 
channels  of  communication”  with  the 
Mainland  of  China,  and  as  another  point 
he  expressed  opposition  to  the 
"admission  of  Communist  China  at  the 
expense  of  the  expulsion  of  Nationalist 
China.” 

Just  what  is  the  Administration’s 
position?  This  should  be  quite  obvious  as 
again  the  United  States  is  sponsoring  a 
resolution  to  require  a two  thirds 
majority  vote  in  the  U.N.  to  approve  the 
admission  of  “Red  China.” 

Approximately  one  fourth  of  the 
world’s  population  resides  on  the  Chinese 
mainland  without  representation  in  the 
United  Nations.  Although  Nationalist 
China  is  an  original  member  of  the  U.N. 
and  a permanent  member  of  the  Security 
Council,  Chaing  was  on  the  Chinese 
mainland  when  these  arrangements  were 
made. 

Common  sense  dictates  the  eventual 
replacement  of  Formosa  on  the  Security 
Council  by  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China.  If  the  Chaing  government  wishes 
to  withdraw  from  the  U.N.  completely, 
that  is  its  choice;  however  it  should  be 
offered  a place  in  the  organization 
commensurate  with  its  status  as  a world 
power. 

It  is  time  for  the  United  States  to 
refrain  from  using  the  United  Nations  as  a 
forum  for  an  archaic  and  unrealistic 
foreign  policy.  We  must  immediately  take 
steps  to  bring  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  into  the  world  body  before  its 
membership  is  forced  upon  us  by  the 
other  nations. 


twice  a year  there  is  a college  poetry 
review  published  by  the  national  poetry 
press,  college  students  are  encouraged  to 
submit  their  poetry,  and  from  these 
thousands  of  entries  many  are  chosen  for 
publication  in  the  anthology,  people  who 
submitted  their  poetry  this  year  have 
been  informed,  and  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
it  really  makes  you  feel  kind  of  neat  to 
open  up  your  mailbox  and  see  a letter 
with  a notice  saying,  “we  are  happy  to 
inform  you  ...”  sure  you  know  your 
poetry  isn’t  great  or  anything,  but  still 
and  all  every  once  in  a while  you  have  to 
see  it  in  writing,  someone  saying  that  you 
did  something,  something  special 
or  well,  you  know  what  i mean, 
one  of  the  poems  submitted  by  avila  is 
printed  below,  this  is  from  last  year’s 
anthology,  it  was  written  by  nanny 
lorenz,  who  is  now  a sophomore. 

DURING  AND  AFTER 

dark.  dim.  dismal, 
misty,  foggy,  gray, 
tempestuous  since  the  departure  . . . 
the  sirocco  during  the  day. 

then 

light,  lucent,  levity, 
desicated.  clear,  saffron, 
quiescent  since  the  return  . . . 
the  serenity  after  the  day. 

this  other  poem  is  being  printed  in  the 
anthology  this  year,  it  is  written  by  the 
proverbial  anonymous.  p.a.  said  that 
there  is  only  one  person  she  knows  who 
has  read  this  poem,  so  she  dedicates  it  to 
her,  another  anonymous,  boy,  if  that 


Dear  Editor: 

On  Saturday  the  14th  of  November,  a 
group  of  hardy  anti-pollutionists 
attempted  to  scale  the  walls  of  the 
bastion  of  American  industrialism,  Armco 
Steel.  The  group  consisted  of  ten  high 
school  seniors,  one  college  sophomore 
and  a private  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  We,  upon 
receiving  permission  and  the  promise  of  a 
guide,  decided  to  find  out  the  pollution 
output  of  the  steel  works. 

Upon  arriving  we  were  told  to  report 
to  the  head  of  plant  security.  We  then 
found  ourselves  in  a rather  small  office 
dominated  by  a mild-mannered  official 
(who  shall  remain  nameless).  We  then 
promptly  asked  where  our  guide  was. 
Baffled  by  the  sight  of  our  cameras, 
notepads  and  similar  instruments  of 
recording,  the  official  then  proceeded  to 
try  to  find  our  guide.  As  the  time  passed, 
a rather  curious  thing  happened.  After 
the  official  found  out  we  were  doing  a 
report  on  pollution,  he  found  that  not 
only  wasn’t  there  a guide  for  us,  but  that 
our  tour  wasn’t  even  scheduled.  This  was 
even  more  curious  as  we  had  a definite 
appointment.  So,  when  a burly  guard  told 
us  we  could  leave  and  maybe  come  again, 
we  passed  merrily  out  under  billowing 
clouds  of  orange  smoke  through  a gate 
with  a sign  on  it  reading,  “Safety  is 
Always  in  Season”. 

Joyce  Kimmel 


ain’t  enough  to  cause  an  identity  crisis  — 
to  paraphrase  emily  dickinson:  “i’m 
anonymous,  who  are  you?” 


undone 

it  is 
when 
i am 

winterminded 
and  friends  go 
shirtsleeved 
to  laughter 
that 
i am 

most  undone, 
i am 

between  seasons 
and, 

in  the  sweltering  cold, 
aloned 

and  temporarily 
ungodded. 


its  About  wimins  rites,  i He v red  a 
guid  many  letters  rit  by  Wimin  in 
yur  paper , and  i vow  things  is 
cummin  to  a offal  staite  when  they 
is  aloud  to  carri  on  at  them  raits. 
this  cums  of  so  much  skoolin  for 
gals,  they  wants  to  be  eqil  to  us 
men. 

Mark  Twain 


Dear  Editor: 

A letter  printed  in  the  last  edition  has 
raised  a great  deal  of  controversy, 
criticism,  harsh  words,  and  hurt  feelings. 
Although  this  definitely  was  not  the  way 
to  bring  up  the  issue,  is  the  letter  right?  Is 
there  such  a lack  of  understanding  and 
communication  that  one  letter  can  cause, 
if  not  the  loss  of  the  newspaper,  then  at 
least  the  loss  of  its  freedom? 

Let’s  work  to  prove  the  letter  wrong. 
Let  us  show  our  dedication  by  utilizing 
proper  channels  to  get  new  books  in  the 
library  and  different  hours  in  the  library 
and  bookstore,  if  the  majority  of  students 
and  faculty  feel  that  this  is  needed. 

Peace  to  all, 
RoseMarie  Kraus 

Dear  Editor: 

The  last  issue  of  your  newspaper 
contained  a letter  to  the  editor  which  was 
a personal  attack  of  a faculty  member  by 
a member  of  the  student  body.  This  letter 
appeared  in  the  paper  unsigned  by  the 
student  who  submitted  it. 

The  presence  of  such  a letter  leads  me  to 
question  the  editorial  policy  of  your 
paper.  Freedom  of  the  press  is  a tradition 
of  our  country.  Does  that  freedom 
condone  encroachment  on  the  reputation 
of  another  person,  regardless  of  whom  he 
may  be?  Is  the  paper  merely  a vehicle  to 
convey  one  person’s  personal  and 
anonymous  antagonism  against  another, 
or  is  it  an  instrument  of  communication 
for  the  sharing  of  ideas  and  for  the 
expression  of  constructive  criticism? 

Avila  needs  a newspaper,  and  the  FREE 
FALL  has  met  that  need.  Let  its  freedom, 
then,  be  the  true  "liberation  of  mind  and 
spirit”  that  typified  John  F.  Kennedy! 

Sincerely, 
Sister  Mara  Baun 

Dear  Editor: 

I would  like  to  comment  on  the 
anonymous  letter  in  your  last  edition 
pertaining  to  the  librarian  and  the 
bookstore  proprietor.  The  Letters  to  the 
Editor:  column  is  a worthwhile  part  of 
any  publication.  However,  a person  who 
deals  in  defamation  of  character  and  does 
not  have  the  courage  to  sign  his  name  to 
his  letter  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  deserve 
to  be  heard. 

In  defense  of  the  librarian,  I would 
like  to  state  that  it  has  been  my 
experience  that  any  book  that  has  been 
properly  requisitioned  has  been  ordered. 
To  request  a book,  a faculty  member  fills 
out  the  proper  form  and  submits  it  to  the 
librarian.  Since  September,  a girl  on 
work-study  has  typed  709  cards  for  new 
books  recently  purchased  by  the  library, 
certainly  an  indication  of  the  librarian’s 
willingness  to  serve. 

Sincerely, 
Sister  Audrey  Olson 

Editors’  Note: 

Numerous  comments  concerning  the 
letter  which  appeared  in  the  last  issue 
have  been  received.  In  response  we  have 
decided  that  in  the  future  all  letters 
appearing  in  the  letters  to  the  editor  must 
be  signed. 

We  are  sorry  for  any  personal  injury  to 
those  connected  in  any  way  with  the 
letter.  But  we  also  hope  that  the  letter 
has  served  some  purpose  in  bringing 
attention  to  a problem  which  does  exist 
on  this  campus. 
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The  Kansas  City  premier  of  “Joe 
Egg”  will  be  presented  by  the  Actors 
Laboratory  Theatre  of  Avila  College  in 
Loretto  Theatre.  12411  Wornall  Road, 
Tuesday  through  Saturday.  December 
1-5,  at  8:30  p.m.  The  play  will  be  given 
in  cabaret  style  with  coffee  and  coke 
available  before  the  performance  and 
during  the  intermission.  General 
admission  is  $2.00,  and  the  student  rate 
is  $1.50  with  an  ID  card.  Reservations 
may  be  made  by  calling  942-3204. 

“Joe  Egg”  or  “A  Day  in  the  Death  of 
Joe  Egg”  as  it  was  significantly  titled 
before  being  shortened  for  New  York 
marquees,  IS  A COMEDY.  It  is  not  a 
“sick”  or  “black”  comedy  nor  is  it  a 
comedy  about  a spastic  child.  It  is  about 
a man  who  is  the  father  of  a spastic 
child  and  who,  in  addition  to  being  a 
father,  must  also  function  as  a husband 
and  a son,  and  is  struggling  to  “grow 
up”  in  spite  of  the  strangling 
commitments  that  these  multi-roles 
demand.  It  is  also,  incidentally,  a 
comedy  about  how  one  learns  to  live 
with  tragedy,  not  instant  horrors  which 
we  all,  as  living-dying  beings  experience, 
but  the  emotionally  demoralizing, 
day-to-day,  ten-year  variety.  In  this 
instance,  the  spastic  child  becomes  a 
symbol  of  other  hang-ups  in  our 
schizophrenic  society,  and  Peter  Nichols, 
the  playwright,  believes  along  with  quite 
a few  contemporary  psychologists,  that 


has  a few  jokes  of  his  own  to  play 
against  these  people  and  the  fates,  and 
he  pretends  with  games  of  murder. 

The  Halloween  brilliance  of  the  play 
lies  in  its  form  which  evolves  into 
theatre  as  circus,  as  vaudeville,  as  a place 
to  improvise  — theatre  with  a jazz 
combo  and  a master  of  ceremonies  who, 
although  he  has  been  badly  mangled  by 
life,  is  still  gamely  cracking  the  whip.  At 
every  level  the  characters  are  faced  with 
a fanfare  and  a harsh  spotlight  which 
will  not  be  ignored.  It  is  the  bridge 
between  content  and  form,  with  caustic 
kindness  evolving  into  bantering,  blunt, 
gleefully  phrased  mockery  in  the  center 
of  an  “arena"  which  makes  the  play 
true  theatre.  To  have  constructed  it  any 
other  way  would  have  made  it  a clinical 
case  study,  or  worse,  a soap  opera. 

The  difficulty  in  staging  “Joe  Egg”  is 
the  obligation  to  reveal  the  various  levels 
on  which  it  functions  and  there  are 
times  when  it  operates  on  all  its  levels 
simultaneously.  It  is  a play  within  a play 
within  a play  . . . tantamount  to  being 
trapped  in  a hall  of  mirrors.  The  inner 
play,  which  is  completed  when  the 
houselights  come  up  and  the  audience 
goes  home,  ends  on  a downbeat,  but  the 
other  play  which  was  conceived  because 
some  real  people  were  compelled  to  find 
a theatre  in  which  to  reveal  something 
of  their  past  (Bri:  "That  is  no  actress; 
that  is  my  wife.”)  does  not  end  and. 


Directors:  Sr.  Felice  Helmes  and  Mr.  James  Assad 


drama  department  plans  for  71 


a day  in  the  life  of  "Joe  EGG" 


Mr.  Assad  by  Peter  Nichols,  the  author 
of  the  play: 

Dear  Jim, 

From  what  you’ve  told  me  and  the 
literature  you’ve  shown  me,  it  sounds  a 
wonderful  project.  I hope  Missourians 
rally  round  and  enjoy  it  as  much  as  you 
all  seem  to  be. 

I can  only  speak  with  confidence  of 
the  theatre  in  England,  of  course,  and 
the  comparison  with  this  vast  country  is 
obviously  fraught  with  difficulties.  You 
could  lose  Britain  in  Illinois,  couldn’t 
you?  Even  so,  I have  to  risk  it.  The 
London  theatre  has  to  be  fed  by  a 
healthy  provincial  repertory  movement, 
otherwise  it  would  have  passed  out  long 
ago.  To  take  a close  example,  Albert 
Finney,  who  is  in  ray  play  in  New  York 
just  now,  began  in  the  Birmingham 
repertory  company.  After  becoming  an 
established  London  actor  and  film  star, 
he  went  to  Glasgow  in  Scotland  to  play 
and  direct  for  the  Citizens’  Theatre. 
Tom  Courtenay,  after  being  in  “Billy 
Liar”  and  “Dr.  Zhivago”,  has  just  gone 
to  Manchester  to  play  in  reportory. 

Writers  too  have  a vested  interest  in 
what  we  might  call  the  off-London 
Theatre.  My  own  play  “A  Day  in  the 
Death  of  Joe  Egg”  was  rejected  by  three 
London  managements  before  being 
taken  by  the  Glasgow  Citizens’,  whence 
it  moved,  in  the  same  production,  to 
London  and  New  York. 

The  situation  here  seems  still  more 
urgent,  with  every  Broadway  show  so 
costly  no  risks  can  be  taken.  Everyone 
complains  but  nobody  wants  to  make  a 
move.  All  the  more  power  to  your 
elbows,  then,  in  Kansas  City.  Young 
people  should  be  particularly  interested, 
because  the  live  theatre  is  one  of  those 


Joella  Deffenbaugh  as  “ Sheila ” 


public  address  systems  which  needn’t  be 
controlled  by  unscrupulous  persons.  It 
can  still  be  cheap  to  run  and  have  no 
truck  with  bribery.  It  can  speak  truth 
and  help  us  understand  in  community, 
which  is  where  it’s  different  from  the 
cinema.  And  of  course  be  fun  too. 

I wish  you  and  your  friends  all  the 
best  for  your  new  season’s  work. 

Yours, 

Peter 

The  Kansas  City  premier  of  “Joe 
Egg”  promises  to  be  a memorable 
experience. 

Besides  preparing  for  the  production, 
the  Drama  Department  is  making  plans 
for  the  future.  Work  has  begun  on 
UNDER  MILKWOOD  and  some  revue 
sketches  by  Harold  Pinter. 

UNDER  MILKWOOD  is  a "play  for 
voices”  written  by  Dylan  Thomas.  It 
follows  a group  of  Welsh  people  through 
one  day  of  their  lives  in  Llareggub,  an 
imaginary  village  in  Wales.  Mr.  Thomas 
is  famous  for  his  use  of  vivid  sound 
words  that  create  sense  impressions.  This 
play  is  perhaps  one  of  his  most  creative 
and  successful  works.  It  is  entertaining 
for  everyone. 

UNDER  MILKWOOD  will  be 
produced  in  the  style  of  reader’s  theatre 
by  the  Oral  Interpretation  of  Literature 
Class.  The  reading  will  be  presented  in 
the  school  cafeteria  following  the  dinner 
hour  sometime  in  the  near  future;  as  yet 
no  date  has  been  set. 

Taking  roles  in  this  production  will 
be  Terry  Bickell,  Don  Carney,  Helen 
Endicott,  Val  Helbing,  Debbie  Frantz, 
Mike  LaGue,  Debbie  McMahon  Jamie 
Evans,  Lisa  Shambaugh  and  Don 
Tabberer. 

Also  in  the  near  future,  the  Advanced 
Acting  Class  will  be  presenting  some 
Harold  Pinter  Sketches.  Taken  from  A 
NIGHT  OUT,  NIGHT  SCHOOL  REVUE 
SKETCHES,  the  playlets  provide 
portraits  of  ordinary  people,  written 
with  Pinter’s  characteristic  eye  for 
terrifying  trivia.  The  Revue  Sketches 
include  “Trouble  in  the  Works,”  taking 
place  in  a factory  office,  “The  Black 
and  White,”  “Request  Shop,”  “Last  to 
Go”  and  “Applicant,”  a sketch  about  a 
man  being  interviewed  for  a job. 

The  agility  with  language  and  sharp, 
mordant  humor  characterize  Pinter’s 
work.  Pinter,  bom  in  London  in  1930, 
is  the  celebrated  author  of  THE 
CARETAKER.  THE  BIRTHDAY 
PARTY  and  THE  HOMECOMING. 

Portraying  the  various  characters  will 
be  Beverly  Renquist,  Mike  Shirley,  Muff 
Lang  and  Nancie  Raether. 

Mr.  James  Assad  will  direct  both 
productions . 


laughter  is  the  only  medicine  — not  the 
laughter  of  dismissal  but  the  therapeutic 
laughter  which  helps  to  remove  the 
paralyzing  emotional  involvement; 
laughter  which  is  the  good  will  of  the 
trapped  and  which  permits  one  to  copy 
and  remain  sane  in  an  insane  situation. 

The  story  line  is  simple:  "Bri”,  a 
schoolteacher,  and  his  wife,  “Sheila,” 
have  a ten-year  old  spastic  child  (the 
“Joe  Egg”  of  the  title)  who  is 
completely  dependent  and  helpless. 
Sheila  believes  that,  because  of 
pre-marital  indiscretions,  the  child  is  a 
form  of  punishment.  They  are  visited 
one  evening  by  two  friends  and  Bri’s 
mother;  the  couple  have  patented 
solutions  which  they  spew  as  their  own 
therapy,  and  Bri’s  mother  elicits  the 
smothering  love  that  is  evidenced  in  her 
son’s  emotional  instability.  He,  however, 


more  significantly,  indicates  that 
somewhere  between  the  interim  of  the 
play  within  a play,  a solution  has  been 
achieved.  They  don’t  tell  us  how  they 
solved  the  problem  but  then  it  has  never 
been  the  responsibility  of  theatre  to 
offer  solutions.  In  this  respect,  the 
blurring  of  the  lines  between  the  real 
and  the  not  so  real,  life  and  the  theatre, 
the  show  that  needs  a show  to  shape 
and  house  it,  Nichols  reveals  strong 
Pirandellian  ties.  But,  for  all  its 
theatricality,  the  play  is  most  deeply 
rooted  in  human  feeling  and  character, 
and  Mr.  Nichols  is  speaking  from  the 
vantage  point  of  first-hand  experience. 

The  NEW  YORK  TIMES  said  of  the 
play,  “An  immensely  moving,  even 
profound  play  about  love  and 
marriage  ...” 

The  following  letter  was  written  to 


Professional  actors: 

Richard  Heironymous  as  "Freddie" 
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First  WFY  Chapter  in  Kansas  City  Chartered 


summer 

overseas 

There  are  numerous 
opportunities  for  students  who 
wish  to  work  in  Europe  for  the 
summer.  The  paper  has  received 
press  releases  from  two 
organizations  which  specialize  in 
helping  students  find  work 
overseas.  They  appear  here  for  your 
information  along  with  addresses  of 
the  organizations. 

SOS 

Luxembourg  (Europe)  — Earning  a 
summer  in  Europe  can  be  profitable  in 
more  ways  than  one.  With  a temporary 
paying  job  in  Europe,  any  student  is  able 
to  get  out  and  see  some  of  the  world  and 
gain  a human  insight  into  Europe  while 
paying  his  way  and  earning  some  money 
besides. 

Any  student  willing  to  earn  his  way 
can  now  see  Europe  without  the  usual 
expenses  because  of  the  availability  of 
more  temporary  paying  jobs  requiring  no 
previous  experience  or  knowledge  of  a 
foreign  language.  The  SOS  — Student 
Overseas  Services,  with  headquarters  in 
Europe  and  offices  in  the  U.S.A.,  screens 
and  places  every  applicant  before  he 
leaves  for  Europe. 

Temporary  paying  jobs  available  in 
Germany,  Switzerland,  France,  Italy  and 
Spain  include  resort  work,  hotel  and 
restaurant  work,  factory  and  construction 
work,  sales  and  office  work,  farm  and 
forestry  work,  and  camp  counseling  and 
governess  positions.  All  jobs  pay  cash 
wages  ranging  from  free  room  and  board 
plus  $125  and  tips  per  month  up  to  $600 
a month  for  the  highest  paying  jobs. 

To  assure  everything  goes  smoothly, 
students  get  off  to  their  jobs  on  the  right 
foot  by  means  of  a 5-day  orientation 
upon  arrival  in  Europe.  These  orientation 
periods  provide  an  excellent  focal  point 
in  Europe  as  they  are  held  through  the 
summer  in  a 100-room,  17th  century 
castle  where  the  briefings,  get-togethers 
and  other  activities  are  carried  out. 

Applications  should  be  filed  early  as 
jobs,  work  permits,  travel  documents  and 
other  necessary  papers  are  issued  on  a 
first  come,  first  served  basis.  Interested 
students  may  obtain  job  application 
forms,  job  listings  and  descriptions,  and 
the  SOS  Handbook  on  earning  a summer 
abroad  by  sending  their  name,  address 
and  $1  (for  handling  and  airmail  return 
from  Europe)  directly  to  Placement 
Officer,  SOS-Student  Overseas  Services, 
22  Ave.  de  la  Liberte,  Luxembourg, 
Europe.  After  receiving  and  reading  the 
material,  all  personal  letters  will  be 
answered. 


A.E.S.  - Service 

Job  opportunities  in  Europe  this 
summer . . . Work  this  summer  in  the 
forests  of  Germany,  on  construction  in 
Austria,  on  farms  in  Germany.  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  on  road  construction  in 
Norway,  in  Industries  in  France  and 
Germany,  in  hotels  in  Switzerland. 

Well  there  are  these  jobs  available  as  well 
as  jobs  in  Ireland,  England,  France,  Italy, 
and  Holland  are  open  by  the  consent  of 
the  governments  of  these  countries  to 
American  university  students  coming  to 
Europe  the  next  summer. 

For  several  years  students  made  their  way 
across  the  Atlantic  through  A.E.S.-Service 
to  take  part  in  the  actual  life  of  the 
people  of  these  countries.  The  success  of 
this  project  has  caused  a great  deal  of 
enthusiastic  interest  and  support  both  in 
America  and  Europe. 

Every  year,  the  program  has  been 
expanded  to  include  many  more  students 
and  jobs.  Already,  many  students  have 
made  application  for  next  summer  jobs. 
American-European  Student  Service  (on  a 
non-profitable  basis)  is  offering  these  jobs 


to  students  for  Germany,  Scandinavia, 
England,  Austria,  Switzerland,  France, 
Italy,  and  Spain.  The  jobs  consist  of 
forestry  work,  child  care  work  (females 
only),  farm  work,  hotel  work  (limited 
number  available),  construction  work, 
and  some  other  more  qualified  jobs 
requiring  more  specialized  training. 

The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to  afford 
the  student  an  opportunity  to  get  into 
real  living  contact  with  the  people  and 
customs  of  Europe.  In  this  way,  a 
concrete  effort  can  be  made  to  learn 
something  of  the  culture  of  Europe.  In 
return  for  his  or  her  work,  the  student 
will  receive  his  or  her  room  and  board, 
plus  a wage.  However,  student  should 
keep  in  mind  that  they  will  be  working 
on  the  European  economy  and  wages  will 
naturally  be  scaled  accordingly.  The 
working  conditions  (hours,  safety, 
regulations,  legal  protection,  work 
permits)  will  be  strictly  controlled  by  the 
labor  ministries  of  the  countries  involved. 
In  most  cases,  the  employers  have 
requested  especially  for  American 
students.  Hence,  they  are  pa-ticularly 
interested  in  the  student  and  want  to 
make  the  work  as  interesting  as  possible. 
They  are  all  informed  of  the  intent  of  the 
program,  and  will  help  the  student  all 
they  can  in  deriving  the  most  from  his 
trip  to  Europe. 

Please  write  for  further  information  and 
application  forms  to:  American-European 
Student-Service,  Box  34733,  FL  9490 
Vaduz,  Liechtenstein  (Europe). 

german  beer  party 

On  February  13th,  members  of  the 
English  Club  and  their  guests  gathered  to 
celebrate  Oktoberfest,  autumn  and 
Friday  the  thirteenth  with  a German  Beer 
Party.  Each  member  represented  some 
author  and  other  members  tried  to  guess 
the  identity  from  quotes  of  that  author. 
Highlights  of  the  evening  included  singing 
along  with  the  player  piano,  dance 
demonstrations  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Scott  and  the  duo  of  Art  Shepherd  and 
Kathy  Condry,  and  an  impersonation  of 
Truman  Capote  by  Mike  Shirley  (who 
also  played  selections  on  the  accordion). 
Conversation  ranged  from  the  seriousness 
of  politics  to  the  lighthearted  puzzlement 
of  Sr.  Ann  Dominic’s  riddles.  Earth 
shaking  questions  were  presented,  and 
answered.  For  instance  all  present  now 
know  who  the  President  during  Lincoln’s 
administration  was  and  also  who  the 
father  of  Jacob’s  sons  is  . . . 

The  Club  would  like  to  express  its 
appreciation  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  W. 
Shirley  for  allowing  it  to  come  into 
their  home,  and  would  like  to  thank 
Mrs.  Shirley  and  Mrs.  Gerard  Fairchild 
for  being  such  gracious  hostesses. 

The  Club  is  planning  several  other 
activities  including  a Christmas  Party  and 
another  Book  Sale.  All  students  and 
faculty  members  are  welcome  to  join  the 
club  and  participate  in  its  activities. 


I.  R.  C. 

The  International  Relations  Club  was 
reorganized  on  Avila’s  campus  with  the 
hope  that  it  could  help  increase  student 
awareness  of  world  problems.  The  article 
presenting  a view  of  the  admission  of  Red 
China  into  the  United  Nations  which 
appears  in  this  issue  of  the  paper, 
participation  in  the  Midwest  Model 
United  Nations,  attendance  at  lectures 
concerning  foreign  affairs  such  as  Dr. 
Harry  Schwartz’s  presentation  on  “The 
Soviet  Union,  Communist  China  and  the 
U.S.”  and  Towsend  Hoopes’  lecture  on 
“The  Cold  War  Legacy  in  Indochina"  are 
a few  of  the  activities  undertaken  by  the 
Club. 

Chances  for  the  Club’s  raffle  will  be 
sold  on  December  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  in  the 
Student  Union.  Prizes  include  a five 
dollar  gift  certificate  from  Macy’s,  two 
chicken  dinners  from  Regan’s,  a shoulder 
bag  from  Steve’s,  two  tickets  for  Gone 
With  The  Wind,  and  many  more.  Chances 
will  be  ten  cents  apiece  or  three  for  a 
quarter.  Proceeds  from  the  raffle  will  help 
send  delegates  to  the  Model  U.  N.  to  b« 
held  in  St.  Louis  in  February. 


A pamphlet  circulated  by  World 
Federalists  describes  the  organization  as 
“a  voluntary,  nonpartisan  organization’’ 
seeking  “a  stronger  United  Nations  in 
working  locally  to  gain  wider  support  for 
world  federal  government  in  continuing 
effort  to  promote  world  peace  through 
world  law.”  World  Federalists  is  not  just  a 
national  organization  but  an  international 
one  with  headquarters  in  Ottawa, 
Ontario,  Canada  and  national 
organizations  in  36  countries.  World 
Federalists  Youth  is  separate  from  W.  F., 
but  has  the  same  goals;  being  an 
autonomous  organization  for  youth 
directed  by  youth,  it  can  possibly  achieve 
more  on  campuses  and  in  the  community. 

On  campus,  a group  of  students, 
headed  by  Rose  Kraus  and  Donna 
Browning,  are  involved  in  setting  up  such 
an  organization  opened  to  all  in  the 
Kansas  City  area.  At  the  present  time 
there  is  no  such  organization  in  this 
vicinity.  A meeting  to  get  things  started 
was  held  in  Upper  Marian  Center  on 
Monday,  November  17,  at  5:15.  A 
drafting  committee  composed  of  Donna 
Browning,  Rose  Kraus,  Joyce  Kimmel, 
and  Linda  Staten,  all  from  Avila,  was  set 
up  to  write  the  charter  for  the  group.  Mr. 
Charles  Bebb,  the  secretary  of  the  Kansas 
City  Chapter  of  World  Federalists, 
U.  S.  A.,  was  present  at  this  meeting  and 
explained  the  need  for  such  an 
organization  as  W.  F.  He  said  that  an 
organization  is  needed  to  get  people  to 
realize  the  necessity  of  a world 
community  if  the  world  is  to  continue  to 


exist.  He  felt  that  people  should  not  be 
satisfied  with  what  is,  but  should  work 
“for  a much  better  quo  than  the  status 
quo." 

The  next  meeting  is  Monday, 
November  30,  at  5:30  in  the  Avila 
Student  Union.  Mr.  Bill  Wickersham,  the 
national  field  representative  from  the 
national  office  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  is  in 
Kansas  City  at  this  time,  and  will  speak. 

“express  yourself" 

Avila’s  new  Black  Student  Union 
sponsored  a chance  to  “express  yourself” 
on  Saturday,  November  21.  The 
get-together  was  held  in  lower  Marian 
Center  at  eight  p.m.  There  was  no 
admission.  As  president  Katie  Johnson 
explained,  “It’s  just  a chance  to  dance 
and  sing  and  sit  around  and  rap.” 
Students  danced  and  sang  to  soul  music 
and  talked  with  each  other  til  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning,  while  they  had 
punch  and  potato  chips  provided  by  the 
BSU. 


Due  to  the  lack  of  time  which  it  would 
take  to  produce  another  issue,  there  will 
be  no  FREE  FALL  for  the  few  remaining 
weeks  of  December.  Few  activities  are 
planned,  except  exams.  So  see  you  in 
February.  Until  then  have  a peaceful 
holiday  season. 

the  staff 


MASS  SCHEDULE 


6:45  a.m. 

8:00  a.m. 

5:00  p.m.  FULFILLS  SUNDAY  OBLIGATION 
11:15  a.m 

4:30  p.m.  (extra  afternoon  Mass) 

12:00  noon  (extra  noon  Mass) 

CONFESSIONS 

TUESDAY  6:15-  6:45  p.m.  (before  evening  Mass) 

FRIDAY  11:15-11:45  a.m.  (before  noon  Mass) 

PRIVATE  COUNSELING  by  Father  Fitzsimmons  on  Monday,  Wednesday, 
Friday  from  8:00  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m.  or  any  other  time  by  appointment. 


MONDAY  through  FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 


the  staff 
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associate  editor mary  soptic 

news  editor pat  scherer 

staff sister  patricia  lynch 

barb  walsh , pat  mcandrew 
diane  moser,  sister  lisa  lazio 
linda  mueller,  jane  adams 
kathy  hammersky 
susie  dailey,  joyce  koelzer 
terry  williams,  sharon  o 'neill 

advertising mike  shirley 
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This  publication  comes  out  twice 
month,  except  during  holidays, 
vacation  periods,  and  interim. 
SubscriDtion  rate  for  the  school 
year  is  $3.00.  The  press  room  is 
located  at  Carondelet  Hall,  Avila 
College,  1 1 901  Wornall,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  64145. 


Anyone  wishing  to  contribute 
articles  or  news  items  to  the  paper 
may  do  so  by  submitting  them  to 
the  editors  or  by  depositing  them  in 
the  Letters  to  the  Editor"  box  in 
O'Reilly  Hall.  All  letters  must  be 
signed  or  they  will  not  be 
considered  for  publication. 


This  paper  does  not  necessarily 
represent  the  views  of  the 
administration,  faculty,  students  or 
staff.  Comments  and  opinions 
should  be  typewritten  and 
addressed  letters  to  the  editors. 
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